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T. th: Senae ond House of Kepresentalives of the Con
Jederate States of America,

It 1z with a8 iumarw bat | welcomes your presenoce at
& rarher 68y then that usual fryour e¢-8ivD, and with
oo fidruce 1bst | invoke the md of your cuuneels at a time
of suct pubiic €X gruey. ‘I be cawynign which was com
wenced almust simel maoq-l{ wih your session early in
Kas Iset, aud ®bich waa still lu pr gress at your adj.urn
et 0 b e middle of Jupe, bua nm:ot_rucbod ite clise,
it hos b en pr tecuted oo & scale B with an energy here-
¢ 1o worgoalied. When we revert to the conditiun of our
cour by Bb Loe Woeptivn of the operations of the preseut
year, to tbe wegoi ude of the preparstives made by the
tu my, the puwber of bis forces the mumn!mon_nl biw

« supylies, nod the pr digality with whick his vas
esou cos bave been lnyiabed io toe atbewpl (o render sue-
cess assured | When we contrast the pumbers sod meaos st
pul dlepoonl 108 resislanee, apd when we cobtemplate the
e ults of 8 sirugel sppareotly so uoe qual, We casnul fail,
wo e rerd vdng 1be 1u|r meed of deserved praise to our
g o rnie ' d eold ere, 10 perecive thata power higher ‘ban
sy Lbs willed their dehiversnee, and gratefully to recos-
yise toe prowotion of a kind Providence iu enablivg us
sugcersiully to withetand the utmoust cfiorts of the eucmy

for our euljugation.
REVIEW OF THE YEAR.

At the beginning uf the year the State of Texas was par-
tia y 1n possession of the enewy, and lsrge portions of
Lou-isns sud Arkansas lsy sppareutly defenceless. Ol
\be o dersl soldiers who inveded Texas, nove sre known
to r waip eXoept a8 priscoers of war. In Northwestern
L uieinps b large sud wellappinted srmy, asided by n
pow rlul il e, was repeatedly defeated, and deemed itself
1o tuuste 1o f 8 ly escaping with s loss of ooe-third of ite
touwoers, & ‘arge part «f ite military traios, aud many
trapaprris and guoboals, The enemy's occupation of that
State je Trdnced to the uarr. w district cowmanded by the
guus of bie fiset.  Arkensas hus becn secuvered with tue
pxceptivn ot 8 {ew foriified posts, while cur forces bave

coetrated into Crntral Missour , aff wrding to our oppressed

rethren lo thet 8fate ao oppo tunity of which weaoy bave
availed (b-mecives, of sirikiog fur liberation frow the ty-
reony Lo which tney have tesu subjected On the cast of
the Miselssippi, iu spite of some Toverses, we bave much
eouse for grsulation  The epemy hopea to effect, duriug
the preseut yesr, by eoncentration of Jorces, the conquest
which be bad previously failed to secowplish by more ex-
tended operatione  Compelled, there fore, to withdraw, or
sariusly tv weskeu the strength ol the armies of oceups-
tion st ¢ firrect, po:nte, be bas efforded us the opportunity
of recovering pusesssion of extensive districts of our terr-
tory. Nenrly the whole of North-rn aud Weetern Miss:s-
eppi, o Northeru Alubzma, sud of Western Tennessee ate
sgeil i our poesession; and all aitempte to pevétrate from
the cosst iue into the interior o! the Atiantic spd Gulf
Btutes bnve beeu buffied. Om the eutire ocean and guil
costt of tue Confederacy the whole success of the evemy,
with 1be enoiwous pavel resources at bis command, hue
beeu mited to the capture of the outer defences of Mobile
Bay.

.’! we now tarn to ths results sccomplished by the two
great simies, so confident y relied on by tbe invaders as
sufficient o eecurs toe subversion of our Governwent and
ihe subj-clin ol our peupie to foreign dominabion, we
bave still grester eauee for devont gratitude to Divide
power  tn svuthwest:ro Virkinis, sucCeasive armies,
wrich thresteved the capture vl Lyocchburg and Saitville,
bave been routed soa drives out ol the country, end &
purtion of Evsrern Tenvessee recorquered by our troups
1. Miribern Virgiois eXteusive districts, ivrwerly veecu
piea by tbe s uewy, are pow ifee from theil presence.
1u the wwer Valley, their General, rencered d sperate by
iush lity ‘0 muiu ain & boshile eocupation, nas resurted Lo

by ths Goveromenta of both Fraace sud Esglaod to the
couviction that the United States are unable to conquer the
Confederscy. It is now mure thao two years since
Govor mout of Frence announced offic.ally to the Cabinets
of Lundon sud Bt Peersburgh its own conclusion that the
United blates wé: e unable tu nebieve any decisive military
ucores  Lu Lbe apswers sect by those Powers no lutima
tiu of & © DIrary spivivn was conveyed; s d it is potori
s that, o speecbes, both 10 sud out of Parliament, the
wembers of her Britann ¢ Majesty’s Government have not
bestated ty express this convie lon in ur qualified terms
The denial of vur right under these cirouwsisnces is =0
ubsiously unjust, apd discrimiostes 80 unfmrly in favor o
the United &tates, that nentrals have sought to patliate the
wrong, of which they are conecious, by professiog to cou-
sider, i opposition 1o notorivus truth sod to the known
bel &f of buth bell gerents, that the recoguition of our io-
dependence would be valueless without their further inter-
veltion iv the siTuggle; an interventlvn of whieh we dis-
claim the desire aud wisirust the advautage  We seek vo
favor ; we wish no intervention ; weo koow nurselves fully
competent to maintsin cur vwo righte aud independence
ag-inst the luvaders of our country ; avd we feel Justified
in a-sertiug that, wishout the aid derived from reeruity
thelr armice from Sersign oow tries, the inveders mﬁl
©:0 this have been dMseu from our soil.

Whey the recoguition of the Confederacy was refused
by Great Britaio iu the fall of 1862, the refu.al was eXeused
on the grousd that any action by her Mujesty's Goverc-
ment would bave the effect of ivflaming the passiins o
tue belligeients and of prevesting the return of peage. It
is assuwed thet this opislon Was sivcerely euterianed ;
put the experience of two years of uuequalied csrnsge
sbows that it was erroneous, sod that the result was the
reverse of what the British Ministry humsvely desired
A contrary policy—a pulicy just to us, & policy diverging
[pull 60 WUVETYiug course of concession to sll the dewand.
of our enemies—is still within the power of her Majesty's
Goverument, and would, it is fair '0 presume, be pro-
ouetive of cousequeces the opposite of those which Luve
unfortunately tullowed its whole course of condust from
the commencement to the present time. Ina word, peace
18 impossible without independence, and it is uob to be
expecied thut 1he enemy will aoticipate neutrala in the
recogniticn of that independence. When the history of
this war shall be fuily disclosed, the ealm judgmeut ol the
wwmpartial poblicist will, for these ressons, be uusble to
absolve the veuiral nations of Europe frum a shore in the
worsl responeibility for the myriads of human lives that
Lave beea uuneccesarily sacrificed duriog 1ts progress.

The renewed lustaoces in which foreign Powers have
given us just oouse of complaint need cot bere be detailed.
The extracts from the correspondence of the State De
partment, which eccompsny this message, will afford such
turtber infurmation as ¢su be given witkout detriment to
the public intersst, aud we wust reserve for the future
euch aetion ns may then be deemed advisable to secure
redress.

FINAXCES,

Yuur special attention is eurnestly invited to the report
of the SBecretary of the Traum:iy. submitted in conformity
with law. The facts thereio disclosad are far from dis
cunruiug:! and demonstrate that, with judicious legielation,
we shall be enabled to meet all the exigencies of the war
from our sbundsnt resources, sud avoid at the same time
saeh an accumulation of debt as would render at sll doubt-
ful cur capscity to redeem it.

‘I'he total receipte into the Treasury for the two gquar-
ters ending oo the 30th of Beptember, 1564, were
415 191550; which sum, added to the balauce of
8303 282 722 that rewained in the Tressnury on the Ist of
April last, forws a total of $723,474.272.  Of this total
not far from balf—thal 1e to say, $342 560 327 —have been
spplied to the extinetion of the public debt, while the total
expenditures have been $372 375,505, leaving a balance in
tue Treasury on the lat of October, 1564, of $108,435,440.

The total smount of the publie debt, ns exhibited on the
b ke of the Kegis er of the Ireasury, oo the 1st October,
1864, wne S1 147,970,208, of whicn $539,340,000 were
fuuded debi, veariog iuterest, $253,850 150 were Tressury
sotes of the uew izsue, nud toe rewander eonsisted of the
former iseue of |reasury notes, which will be converted
.uto viber forme of debt, und will cease to exiet as curreney
on the 3ls: of uext month. ‘Tbe report, howaver, explains
that, in cousequence of tue abeence of certain returas frum
d stant oflicere, the true smount of the debt 1s lese, by about
twenty oue sod & bail millions of dollars, thau appears on

the inlamwous expedient of convertiog a truitful ao . ioto &
Oese Tt Ly buring 1oa mils, granaries, sud bomesteads, and
desir y1i g e Lud, elspdivg crops, live stock, aid agi-
culturel iwplewents of pesceiul pug-combatsnte The wain
nrwy. 8l I 6 scfies ul defestr, 10 which 118 losecs have
been grorwots; aiter atlewpts by raiding parties (0 bredk
Lp eur redfusid cowwmunicatious, which vave resulted 1o
th Gertructiin ol & (Brge part of the cuvalry engaged n
tie wiok § aiter copstant repu'se of repeated nsenuits oo
L ur oels Leve Lioes, e, with the sid of beavy reinforeements,
but w.it, T I8 boped, waniog prospect of further progrese
i the Ces go, elili eugnged 1n By rflurt, cowmenced wore
tiei Tour wuDth e ego, b capluie Petersourg

ibe srwy of Geu &b Twaw, allbough succerding &t the
€00 ol e rUwIne: 10 vh sioiug posse-sion of Atlania bes

Bert Ubeb e W eecUre sl Wikwsle advantage Irom tbis
suctess b be smwe G-ueial wio, is Foviuary laat, march-
eu s om gt 6T low Vicksiurg o Mendian v ith voothe
Tesuil (L u beitg lurceo 10 weich back Bgaiu, wes sbie, by
tte ~10 « f giently ipereesed Duwbers, sbo, ailcr wWuch de-
Joy, 14 b ite B posesp® 16UID C.atiauoogs to Atlsuts, ouly
t o fr the »oou0 Lme cowpoiled W With raw on the
loe u ale BUVELCe, wilDOUL ubtsivlog evotrol of & single
@it © LInil Yy beyoud by LBIIOW urack of his wareh,
B0 wil W gsiuy B slgul beyoua tLe precart Us o onnes
B U8 W uTulied po pts, 1 which be ls cowpelled to
A rlu benTy gotidule, aud Wi.ob ale wevaced With ro
anhr-‘

«u lus o enforde. by toe botory of th s war are fr-ught
Wile | ® UC Juu BUu Lo UWep®urul.  Hepeatedly duilog
Lie vii Lass vl oabie eXpeuitivus beeu directed oy 1o
tL ) - go LB puirle lgiviauiy sppusd v bo ul v al
1P ssebiee 0l Lulleteiacy.  Buwe ul these exprdi
Luns Letr, sl lWwmeDn-e cust, boeu succresful; bu in we
Miee DO~ Lave e picibiged irits bee v naped. Agtuu, fu
the prore . campaigu, wee o Oeluel O luudiy cher sl ed
We Leo piuce vi ddeuis s d Bichwoud would, if « ot
ey, thu 10e Wit LY Whe vvTlitum Ul 1B GOverLruL aud
the +u woesivs ol our prople We con 8 w Juoge by
eXpriicuce bow Luimpuiisns is toe 1l 4 uee O wlie i@ ¢
€% Ly Upuu o UL copoadily tur del@uce Up O the coursge nud
sp ik vl be prople, sud the swbi 3y of tue Goverumesnt

/e w ¥, iu | Ko wusver, Judge thal, 31 tho campaign
810 1 sichweed bhad restited 1o sucerss instead of [aalure,
I ilie ¥alor 1 tbe arwy, Goder th - leacership ol 1te acoum-
pilsoru © wms. der, bed resisted i vula tie overwhelwing
WagecH WolCh Were, ub the cubtrary, deciaively reyulsed ;
it we bot bren cuwpelled to ovacusie Hicbmood as well
8s atsuts, toe Cunleceiacy wouwid have remaioed as ercot
aud O« fsut es ever. Dolblug cvuld bave been chaoged 1o
tue purpose of ite Goverament. 1o the mdomitable valor ot
18 treops, or in the urquenchable spirit of its prople
lue b Jw sod d sappuiuted fos would in ¥aio bave scan-
ped iLe repuils vl your proceediogs, of some Dew legi-la-
Live sesl, 1of 80y ludicalivu tist piogresa bns beeu wade 1u
bis gt subic lack of cunqueniug & free pouple. The traib,
0 paicui (v Us, ust cTe loug be foroea upoo the reluotant
Durtbers Wi, ‘Lbere are vo vitel pulois on  he preser-
vabil ol wliol the cunlinued eXisteuoe of the Coulederagy
deyoude. LLere ls oo mulitary success of lue en-my Wiich
cau secow plisb iis destruciiva Dot tue fall o1 Kichwond,
pur W Hwibgtus, uor Ubarieston, LOr bevatoeb, vor Mo
bie, vor ol all coubived, csn save the evewy from the
euustsnt nud exbaustive drain of blooa sud tres-ure whiob
wusl goulivtes Uuiil be shall discoter Lhat no poace s
8t iunule uuless bascd vn the recoguition of cur indefen
abe rguts

B jure lesving this sub) ot it is grati‘ying to sssure you
that (e wiitary supplics cetsutial y requi-le ror public
debuce Wikl be luuud, a8 beretofor , atequate to vur
vecds) aud LLatl abuudsut 0rops LaTe rews. d-d the labor
Ul the larwer, sud Tevceied abortive the Ibuman attewp
ol ke eucly W produce, by devasiation, fawioe smuug
tue poople.

TOREION RLLATIONS
It inwot 0 my puWer W duvuuuce soy okisoge in th
eLcuct ol luregtl Puwers. IO sueh activn has been takey
by e  biisuau patious of ¥ urope ss wight jus.ly bave
Beel eapecied from their bletory, irume the duties imposed
by teiustivesl law, sod irow the clalws of puwsuity. [t
Jo clniil-ble L stiribute tbeir conduot to no worse wotive
toni iud fierevee W the cousequences of a struggle which
BLBRES Guly 1he republioss purtion of the Awmerican contl-
BELly BLd 0ol o sserioe 1o design & course caleulated to
sure e prolongauon of hostiities.
n.ﬁ:um;:l.‘f:f;h"‘“i is remembered by me in which a
ity R dautal.(:, eXercise dominion over snoluer us-
o ~uee bos been tue Brat to covcede the
eXsienoe Of Buch indepeudence, No case oan be recalivd
to wy wind in which uveuiral Powers have failed to b
sot the
exswple ol recognini g be wdepsndeyce of s uation wheu
satised of the rusbility of it euemy 1o pubvert its Gos-
erumeni | sud 1018, WO, L coses whnry tte previous rel
tious belween the contencivg parties pyd hgo be f‘ "r
tuat of wother ouunity snd dependent ool c"ll" ;“'d y
our case, that of o lqllll Blater unies by h!!“dn: l' il
pact. it bos ever been cupsidered tue proper Nno:mrlm 3
duy of prut.al Powers to perform the «Mes of jq l‘
wieiber, 1o puint of iact, the LaLIoD ssserting 4.,,,,,,"“'5"5
sbie to woke goid ite preteusione by foree 1 wrme, aog o
put, by recoputti nof ibe resisting party, todi counte: gy
the further coutlineance of the cowiest. Aud ibe reasy:,
Wiy tueou y e wenwbent 00 veutial Powers is pioj 1y
npparoot wheo we efl et (bat tbe pride and presion which
boid toe | ogment ot Lue paities to the ecnfl ot oause Lhe
ctounpnus ce ol selive wartae, sud cons Qirbt Neeiese
slaupbier, | ng sler the imevitbe terut bas becowe ap-
poreui o wil o teugaged 1 thesiin o B loog, (berefore,
B b lonl U Goone et by regoguitiou of our independeucs,
tu AnUOUL Oe that, 10 L i Judgment, the United Binies nre
tiuable 1o reduce b ( onlederacy to subwiseion, thelr cou-
duct Wil be sccept-d by our enemies s 8 taoit enoourag--
weut to eontiive tbeir Al ris, and se su iwplied svmurances
thnt belie! 1@ eubortom d by neuiral patious 1o the sucoess
of beir geeigus. A dikcel sty s, whether nteutiounl or
U L, oae tbur Bpplion W secUliug o coutl utiee of ihe oars
Lage Ay Gessslalivl wbioh acolste Whis coutinent, nua
Wwhich tury proes deeply Lo depiore
Loe viniegtid of (bie Jus, humsue, sud Christinn publie
duty by the Latons of kutope is the more remarkabio from
1o [nct LUML ButBERLIC Xpressiou has lopg suco buey given

»

the bouks of the Registar, nud that the total puolie debt on
ibe 1t of lant month way be farly coosidered to have
been 81,126 381,000 3

The iucresse «f the public debt during the six months
frow the 1st of April to the lat October was $57 650,780
beit g ratber more than $106 000,000 per wonth, snd 1t will
be apparent, vn & perusal of the report, that this augwmen-
oo would bave been avoided, and s positive reduoti b
ul tbe amount would have been cfi-oted but for eccrtan
delrcts 1u the legielation oo the subject of tbe finsoces;
whieh are poiated out iu the report, and which eeem to
sdm:t ol easy remedy

1o the stat-ment just made the foreign debt is omitted.
It cousnts only of tos unpaid balauce of the loan known
as the cotton loan. This balance is but £2 20C 000, and
1+ rdequately provided for by atwaut two hundred and fifty
thousand bales of cotieu owned by the (iuvernment, sven
i1 th- eottuu be rated as worth but sixpence per pound.

There is one item of the public debt pot iucluded in the
%:bles presented, to which jour stiention is required. The
bonuty bords promised to our soldiers by the third section
of the act «f 17th Febinary, 1804, were deliverable oo the
1st of Uctoer | he Bectetary bas been uuable to issus
tt+m by rea-ro of &0 vwisson o the law, 0o time being
toereln fized for the p-Fuwent of 1he bonds

The nggre gate appr: pristions eslled for by the different
dep rtmen s of the Guveromeut, noourding to the estimates

uhmt d with the r port, fur toe &'y @onthe voaing on
the 30'b of June, 1856, smount 10 438,102 679, whil- the
SeQr tary ssumates that t ere woil reman un Xperd-d,
out « f t amer npp-opri o<, o0 tbe Lot of Jsuuary, 1805
+ balnnos +f 8467 416 604. I¢ would, ther-tore, seem
bat forwer eslin. s La¥o Decy Iarge'y in excess Of actusl
~gpenditurss, nnd that no adaitivosl appropristions are
requ Ted f.-r meeting the nreds of the pubiic rervice up to
toe 1ot of July of pext year  Indeed, if the estimales now
presen ed sbould prove o be fs much i exocss ol aciual
expe.diures sn bad beretolore beed the Oaee, 8 conmidern-
vle balunce will still remain uoexpended at the close ot
the fir ¢ baif of the ensuing year

Tue chlet difficulty to be mpprehended in connecting
with our floances results fiom the depreciation of the
Treasury notes, which seews justly to be attributed by the
secretary to two eauees @ redundancy in amount and want
of confloence in ultimate redemption; for both of whiel
remedies nre suggesied (hat will comwend themaclves to
your cunxiierstivn as beiug practioable na well as efficient.

The wain features of the plan presented are substantial-
Iy thess: Fist That tbe faith of the Government be
pledged that the notes shall ever remain eXompt from tax
tion.  Mecoud. ‘That po issne ahall be made beyond that
whioh is already sutborized by law. ‘Third. That a cer-
tain fixed porkon of the annual receipts from tazation du-
ring the war shall be set spart specially for the gradual ex.
ueeth o of the outstanding awou .t tobl it whall bave boen
r due d to #150,000 000; aud fourib. The pledge and ap-
propristin of sueh proportion of the tax in kind and for
surh gutuber of years aiter the rewuro of peace u# shall be
suffi et for the finn] recemption of the entire eirenlation,
['ve detsils of tue plan, the ecaltculsticns on which it is
based, the «ficiency of its operstion, snd the vast advan-
tages which wou'd result from ita succ-ss are fuily de
wail-d In the report, and ocsnuot be fauly presented in a
form sufficiently eondensed for this message. 1 doubt oot
it will receive frum yon that earuest avd candid conmder.
a ion which 1¢ weried by tue imporiauce of the subject.

The recommendntivus of the reporl for the repeal of
cortnin provisions of 1be inx Inw which prodaoe inequality
in the bu den of taxati o tor exemptiog all Guvernment
[ aue from taxati 0 oo eapital, sud from soy adverse dis-
eriwipa:ion 10 taXation on incuwe dorived from them ; for
pluoing the taxation on banks on ihe same {ioting as the
taxativo of other corporate bodies; fur securing the pay-
ment into the Tresrury of that portion vf ths bank cireu-
iazion wiich is lisble to eonfiscatton because held by slivn
enewien; for the oouversiou of the interest-be-riog I'rea.
sucy Doles LOW outmauding luto coupon bouds, and for
the quarierly ooilection of taxation; all present practiosl
questiops fur legislation, which, If wisely devined, will
greatly improve the publie credii, and alleviate the bur-
dens pow impused by the extreme aud unnccessary depre-
cintion in tbhe value of ihe ourrency.

Tho returns of the Produce Losa Bureau are submitbed
wiih the report, nod the information is conveyed that Lhe
I reasury Agency in tus Trans Mississippi Dopartment bas
beeo faily organizad, and is now in operstion with prowmise
of efficicney sud succers.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR.

The oondition of the various brauches of thbe wilitary
gervios is stated in the accompsnyiog report of the Seere-
tary of War. Among the suggestions wade for legislative
action, with & view to add to the vaxber and efflciency of
tbe mimy, sl of whioh will receive your cousideration,
there sre sowe prowloent topics which merit special
notice,

Tue exemption from milltary duty now aocorded by law
10 all perrouw engaged lo certain apecified puratiits or pro-
fermious ia shown by ¢Xperienoe 10 be uniwise; Dor is it
tilieved to be do sumblo in theory, The defence of home,
family, wod eoutry b universally recognised as the para-
weunt politieal duty of wvery men b r of sooiety; aod ioa
frw of govervwent like oure, where each oitizen enj s
B4 s quality of nighte sud privileges, nothiog ¢su be more

u¥idivus th u sn u egoal distnivution of dut es and obli-
KBLLDE,  No pureuit por position sbould reiieve Aoy ono
Who i« able Lo do netive duly from enrolment in the aTmy
upress his lunsuons or sarv.ga are mors neeful to the de-
fence ot him counury g suother sphere.

But it ds sstifent that yhyy cxnnot be the case with eu-
lire clasees Al Wegaph opetators, workmen in mines
profes.urs, Leaclicrs, enginesin, editors nud employés of
new -i_.n}-l?fu' J-'ll"ﬂ‘,’ln!.ll i}[‘llnt,e{.l .hll"lhnhl'rl. tauners.
black:m the, muliers, physicinne, and the Bumerous l)th-'r.
closwen weuvtioned in toe laws, eanuot, in the pataes of
thDgs, be «ithor equally neccasary o their saveral profes-
sivns, pur Gistribuied Luroughout the conatry o such pro
purtivos thet vuly ibo exsct wuwbers required are fouys
1o ench looality 3 nor can it be everywhere iwpossivle to
replage those within the cousciipl age by wen older and
lesn capable of notive fleld service. A discretion should

be vested in the military suthorities, so that a sufficieat
pumber of those essential to the public service might be
detailed to contioue the exercise of their pursuits or pro-
feasions ; but tbe exemption from servioe of the eotire
olasses should be w sbandooed. It afiords great
facility for sbuses, offors ke temptation, as well as the
ready mesns, of escapiug servioe by fraudulent deviees,
aod is ope of the prinopal obstructions to the efficient
uperation of the conseript lawe.

A geveral militia law is peedful in the interest of the

public defence. The Coustitutivn, by vesting the power
in Cougrees, imposes on it the dutlyh.uf roviding ** for or-
gunizing, armiog, and disciplining militia, for gov-

erulng such part of them as may be employed in the ser
viee of the Confederate btum.!' The great diversity in
the legislation of the several States on this subject, aod the
absence of .I:Il provision establiching an exact method for
calling the militia into Confederate servios, are sources
of embarrassment wlich ought no longer to be suffered
to impede defensive measures,
EMPLOYMENT OF RLAVES.

The swploymeot of slaves for service with the army as
tecasters or cooks, or in the way of work upon fortifica-
tions, or in the Guvernment workshope, or in hospitals,
aod other similar duties, was authorized by the aet of 17th
February last, and provision was made for their impress-
weot to & puwber not exceeding twenty thousand, if it
should be found impracticable to obtain' them by coutract
with the owners. The law cootemplated the hiring only
of the labor of these slaver, snd imposed on the Govern
ment the lisbility to pay for the value of such as might be
lost to the owners from casuslties resulting from their em-
pl yment in the service, This act bas produced less ro-
sult than was nuticipsted, and further provision is required
to render it efficacious But my present ‘Purpum is to in-
vite your consideration to the propriety of a radiesl modi-
fication in the theory of the law.

Viewed merely as proper'y, and therefore as the sub-
Jjeet of impressment, the service or Iabor of the slave has
veen frequently claimed for short periods in the construc-
tion of defensive works. The elave, however, bears an-
other relation to the State—that of & person. The law of
last February contemplates ouly the relation of the slave
to the mseter, and hwita the lmpressment to & certan
term of service. But for the purposes enumerated in the
act instruetion in the manner of encamping, marching, and
parking truins is needlul, so that, even in this luwited
employment, length of service sdds grealy to the value of
the negro's lubor. Hazerd is alro encountered in all the
positions to which the vegrces can be assigned to service
with the army, and the duties required of them demand
loyalty and zeal.

In this aspect the relation of person predominstes eo
far &3 to render it doubtful whether the private right of
property can consistently sud beneficially be contivued,
and it would seem proper to acquire for the public service
the entire property in the labor of the elave, and to pay
therefor due compensation rather than to impress his labor
for short terms; and this the more especially na the effect
of the present law would vest his entire properiy in all
eases whera the slave might be recaptured after compen.
sation for his lose bad heen paid to the privats owoer.

‘Whenever the eotire property in the servies of & slave
inthus acquired by the Guvernment the question is presented
by what tenure he should be held. ' Bhould he be retained
in gervitude, or should his emancipation be held out to bim
as & raward for faithful service, or should it be granted at
unee on the promise of sueh servica? and if emancipated
what solion sbould be taken to secure for the freedman
the permission of the State from which he was drawn to
reside witkin its limits after the close of his public service?
T'he permission would doabtless be more readily accorded
6s o roward for past feithiful e rvice, snd & double motive
for zeslous dischsrge of duty would thus be offered to
thoss employed by the Government—liteir freedom and
the gratification of the local attachment which is 80 maiked
& oharsoteristio of the nigro, and forma so pewerful an in-
centive to bis astion.

The policy o1 engaging to liberate tha negro on his dis
charge after service faithiully rendered secms to me pre-
ferable to that of granting immediate manumiexion, or that
of retaining bim o eervitude Ii th's poley should re-
comiend itself to the judgment of Congress, it is suggest-
ed thut, in aduition to the duties heretofure performed by
the slave, he might be ndvantagennsly employed as pioneer
and engineer laborer i ard, in that event, that the number
should be sugmented to forty thousand  Beyond this limit
and these ewployments it does not seem to me desirable,
under eXisting eircumstances, to go. A broad, moral dis-
tinc ivn exists between the use of slaves as soldiers in the
deience of their homes and the incitement of the same
persons 1o insurreotion sgainst their mastere. The one is
Justifiable, it necessary; the other is iniquitous and uo
worthy of & civilized people; aud such is the judgment of
all writers on public law, as well as that expressed and in-
sist=d on by our enewies in all wars prior to that now
waged sgniuet us. My pone have the pructices of which
they are now guilty been denounced with greater severity
thau by thewmseives 1 the two wars with Great Britam in
the last and in the present century; and in the Declaration
oi lnd-pendence of 1776, whed enumeration was wade of
the wrongs which justified the revolt from Great Britain,
the climsx of atrocity was deemsd to be reached ounly

THE REBEL PRIVATEER FLORIDA.
Further Particulars of her Capture.

The Boston Daily Adverlieer of Wednesday contaios full
particulars of the recent capture in & Brazilian port of the
rebel privateer Florida by the United States gunboat Wa.
chusett, as derived from Paymnster Bmith, of the Wachu-
sett, and the officers of the Kearsarge. We copy the
fullowing :

The Confederate war stesmer Florida arrived at Bahis,
Bay of 8sn Balvador, Brazil, October Gth, h“:} eaptured
sud burned the barque Mondamon, from Rio, off Pernam-
buco, on the 28th of tember. The United Biates
stesmer Wachusett, Cspt. Napoleon Collins, had been
lying several daye in the port of Bahia, and the Florida at
first snchored in the offing. The Brazilian Admiral imme-
diately sent her & message requesling ber to come inside,
which she did, anehoring in the midst of the Brizilian fleet,
and close under the guns of the principal fort, which is
lueated upon an island 1n the middle of the harbor.

Certpin parties in Bahia, whieh is a commercial eity of
comsiderable importauce with one of the best harbors in
the world, being interested in American affaire, bestirred
themselves to bring sbout sn engagement between the
Wechusett and the Florida, irmiy confident that the result
of such an encounter would be anotber Umon vietory as
cowplete as that won last snwmer in the Britieh Chaunel,
On the morving of the Gth of October they oarried a chal-
lenge to Uapt. Morris, of the Florida, to move outside the
liwits of Brozilisn jurisdiction aud fight the Wachusett.
The rebel commander declined to receive the missive
which the Brezilian residents had prepared, on sccount of
gome iuformality in its address. During the afternoon of
the same day a Hungarian citizen living in Babia, and sym-

athizing with our &nvarnmh in its etruggle with rebel-
ion, waited upon Capt. Morris, and endeavored to induce
him to eonseot to an action between his ship and the Union
gunboef, but without success; Capt. Morris, however,
stated that if he happened to fall in with the Wachusett
during a eruise he should willingly eogage in & contest
with ger, but that on no aceount would be covsent to leave
a snfe harbor for the express purpose of having an en-
yagement. :

all eftorts on the part of outside parties to bring on a
nuval battle in open water between the two vessels prov-
ing unavailing, Cept. Colline promptly took into considers-
tion the other means which euggested themselves for rid-
ing the seas of the rost dangoerous enemy of our eom-
meree. In the evening of the same day above mentioned,
Tuureday, Qetober Gth, he ealled a council of his officers
to debute the subject. An importaot element in the con-
sideration was the fact the convenient harbor of Bahia
has three openings into the Atlantic, by any one of which
the Florida could muke her eseaps whenever the darkuness
of the night fuvored her purpose, without the possibility
of on» Union veesel preventing it, It is stated that the
couneil of officers were also possessed of information that
tbe Florids had repeatedly reized snd burned American
ships within three miles of the eonst of Brazil, in defiance
of every law of neutrslity, withont tho slightsst objection
of auy sort being made by the Brazilinn authorities. Tak-
ing into conmderation all the facts in the case, the couneil
advieed, with but one dissenting vote among sll the officers
of the Wachusett, that the scheme proposed of seizing the
rebel cruiser at her anchorage should be ecarried out,
Capt. Collins immediately gave the orders for accomplish-
ing 1be design agreed upun, saying that with the very
duepeost regret he felt that the conduct of the Brazilian
Government in permittiog piracies within the shadow of
its shores bad made the etep an imperatively necessary
one. 1t may be remarked here that it was found, afler
the scizare of tbe Florida, that arrangemeots had been
made for her escape {rom the harbor on the very next
night, for a new career of depredation upon our shipping.

‘The preparations for the encounter were made with
great celerity and complete secrecy, and at sbout three
o'closk on the moruing of Friday, October 7, the onbles
were slipped, and the Wachueett bore down upon the
rebel veasel under full head of steam. So little expeota-
tion wee thers of such & proceeding, that one-halfl of
the officers and erew of the Florida, seventy in number,
and including Captain Morris, were carousing on shore,
and the remaioder, baviog just returned from s similar
absence, wore in no coodition to repel an assault., The
TFlorida’s officer of the deck supposed the eollision, which
he saw to be imminent, to be mearely accidental, and eried
out, * You will run into us if you don’t look out’” The
design of Captain Collivs was simply to strike the
Florida amidships with fuil steam on, erush in her side,
and send her st onece to the bottom beyond the possibility
of causiog further trouble to avy one. The Waohusett,
bowever, did not strike bher adversary fairly, but hit her in
the stern, carrying sway the mizzen-mast and main yard.
The Florida was not seriously injured by the collision, but
the broken epar fell across the awning over her hatchway
in such & manner ns to prevent her crew from getting on
deck from below. Thbe recoil which followed the shock
earried the Wachusett back several yarde. In the confu-
sion which ensued seversl pistol shuts were fired from both

ls, chiefly at random, aod entirely without effoot.

when the Epglist mooarch was desounced as having “ex-
cited domeetic iusurrection amongst us.”

The subject ie to be viewed by us, therefore, solely in
the light of policy and our social ecoucmy. When so re-
garded 1 must dieeent from those who adviss & general
levy sud arming of tue slaves for the duty of soldiers
Uutil vur white populatiou shall prove insufficient for the
arwiva we require sod can affv'd to keep io the field to
ewploy a8 a suldier, the negro, who bus merely been Lraived
10 labor nnd ss a iaborer the white man, scoustomed from
uis youth to the use of fire-arms, would soarcely br deemed
wise ur sdvaniageous by soy ; eod this is the question uuw
beigre us. But should the slieruative ev-r be pressuled
of sut Jugaticn, or of the employment of the slave as a sol-
dier, tuere weems o resson to doubt what should then be
our decis:on
W heiher vur view embraces what would, in s0 extrems

& chse, be the sum of misery entailed by the dominion of
the eprmy, or tu ba restricted solely to tue we fare sod |
Lappioess of the pegro population, themselves, the result |
wot d be the same. Tbe appailing demoralization, suffer
iug, di-gnee sod denth which bave been caused by parti- |
ully substituting the wvader’s systewm of police for the kind |
relation previvuey subsisting between the msster aod
slave bave been a sufficent demonstration that external
interforence with our iostitution of domestio slavery is
productive of evil ouly. If the subject invuived no nther
cousideration thao the mere right of property the sacrifices |
beretofsre mads by our people have been such ms to per.
wit no doubt of their readiness to surrender every posscs
session in order to sweure their indepeudonce.

But the social and I'u.-lnicul question, whieh is exeln
sively under the control of the several Bistes, hias a far
wider nnd mors euduring importaoce than that of pecu.
piary interest. In itea manifold phases, it embraces tho
stability of our republiess institutions, resting on the ae
tual politieal equality of all its citizens, and woloden the |
fu'Glimect of the task which Luas been s0 happiiy beguo, I

toat of obrietinnizing snd improviog the eouditioa of the
Alrionns who have, by the will of Providenoe, been placed
ia our obarge. Uompnriag the results of our own experi.
epcs wih tbose of the expeniments of others who have
borne similar relation to t he Afrioan vace, the people of
the wev-ral Btates ot the Confederncy have abucdsot rea
son to be satisfied with the past and to use the greatest
ciroumspeetion io determiniog their courss,

These considerations, huwever, are rather applicable to
the improbable contiugeucy of our seed of resorting to this |
element 0f remstaoce than to our preseut cendition. If |
the recommendation, abovajmnde, for the training of foriy
thousaod negroes for the servies indicated shall meet your
approbation, it is certain that even this limited oumber,
by iheir pro paratory training in iatermediate duties, would |
form a more valuable reserve forco, in cuse of urgency,
than threefuld their number suddenly called from fleld
Iabor; while a fread levy could, to & certain exbent, sup
ply their piacen in tha special serviee for which they are
now employed.

NEGOTIATIONS FOR PEACE.

The disposition of this Goveroment for & peaceful soln-
t'on of the swues which the enemy baas referred to the arbi-
tramont of srwn bas been too often manilested and in too
well known to need new nssurances. But, while it is true
that individuals and parties jn the United States have ndi-
csted o desire to substitute rearon for furce, and by nego-
tiation to stop the further sacrifies of human life, aud to
arcest the calamitics wiich now afilict both countries, the
suthorities who control the Government of our enemies
kave too often and too elearly expressed their resolution
to make no pesce except on terma of our uneonditional
submirson and degradation, to leave us any hope of the
orwantion of Lostilities untll the delosion of tueir ability to
congquer us is dispelled.

Among thoss who are already disposed for peace, many
are aciunted by principle and by disapprovsl and abbhor-
rence of the wiquitous warfare that their Government is
waging, while uthers are moved by the convietion that it
8 oo longrr to the interest of the United Ststes to con-
tinue » struggle in which syocesa is usatiainable. When-
ever thin fnct-growiog ocouviction shall have taken firm
root in the miude of & mejority of the Norltern people,
thers will be produced thet willingness to negotiate lor

which is now covfined to our mde, Peace is wani
featly imposaible unless desired by both parties to this war,
and the dispusition fur it among onr enemies will be best
sud most e-rtainly evoked by dewoustration on our
part of sbility and uoshaken determivation to defend ou:
rights, and to bhold no earthly price too dear for their pur-
chase, Whetev-r there shall be on the part of our ene-
ies & desire fur pesce there will be no diffieuity in finding
weaos by which negoiintion can be opened ; but it ls ob
viotis that no ageney can be ealled into action until this
desirs sball be mutusl, “When that contingeney shall hap-
pen, the Government, to which is covfided the treaty
wekiog power, esn be st no lows for mesus adapted 1o
scoutplish #o desirable an eod.

In the hope that the day will soon be renched when,
under Divine favor, these States may be allowed to enter
i thoir former pesseful pursuits,and to develop the abun
dnot natursl resouroes with whioh they are blessed. (et ve
then resolutely continue to devule our ueiled and unim
pured snergios Lo the defence of vur homes, our lives, ano
our liberties. ‘I'Lia 18 the teue patn t0 pence. Lot us

teend (¢t with confidence in the mesurcd résult.
t JEFFERSBON DAVIS.

Two of the guns of the Wachuseit were alay discharged
by accident, according to ¢ne report, aod as another ver-
sion has it, by order of one of the Usion lieutenants. The
shots did not strike the Florida, Captain Collins, of the
Wachusett immediately, thundered out & demand to the
rebel eraft, * Surresder, or I will blow you out of the
water.” The lieutenant in charge of the Florida may be
excused for considerable amazement, but still bad presence
of mind to reply, * Under the circumstances I surrender.”
Without the delay of 8o instaut dozsos of gallant tars
boarded the prize, and wnade fast a haweer i
ber with their own vessel, and the Wachusett turned her
couras seaward, moving at the top of her speed, and tow-
1og the Florids in Ler wake.

Tue fleet of Brazilian veseels, which entirely surrounded
the iittie space of water on whieh the brief battle had been
fought, wes 8o sltust-d that the two American etesmers
were obliged to pans under the stern of one of the largest
in order tu peavtrate their line. The Wachusett was
challenged, but did not deign & word of reply, and the
Florida, wheo baied sod commanded to balt & moment
after, rephed that a pause woe imposssible as she was
towed by the vessel in front. The Bragiliaos soon guessed
the state of affaire, and in another moment or two the heavy
guns of the fort, under the very muzzles of which the cap-
ture had been made, opened fire on the Wachusett as she
disappeared in the morning darkoess. Three shots were
fired after her, nll passing harmlessly far ahove her pennant,
and striking the water beyond

To the reader 1t secms that all this must have taken
considerable time, but the testimony of a careful officer on
the Wachusett, corroborated by the surgeon of the Florida,
assures us that from the time the Wachusett first slipped
her enble and stesmed upon the rebel eruiser to the moment
when the echoes of the lost gnn from the Brazilian fortress

| had died away was only twenly mioules by the watch,

Certainly no page ol history can stow a more daring
achievement, or vne executed with more brilliant rapidity
or more complete success.

The Brazilian navel commander in Bahia barbor acted
with all the prompioess which eould have Leen expected,
and in & fow mowents the dawn of day disclosed two ves-
seln of the Braziiian flaet doing their utmost to purene and
uverhaul the Wachusett and ber prize, They were & heavy
sloop of war aud a small armed steamer, neither of them any
match in point of speed for the handiwork of New England
mechauios, and #00n gave up the chase as the Toion and
robol steamers disappeared velow the hor zon,

Captain Collins soon ordered the ships Lo beave to and
examived his prize. He found that neither vessel was
winterially damaged by the collision, and that there had
been mo iujury to lile or limb from the confused firing
which fullowed it. Twelve officars and fifty-eight men of
the Florida's crew were eaptured, sud all her stores, pa-
pears, records, & 0. were found undisturbed ia the esbin.
I'he two veeacls gonn steamed for Ht. Thomas, arriving
there on the 20th ultimo, and fivdiog the Kearsarge alrendy
in port. Tt was ioteuded to keep the matter at Bahia a
secret ab St ‘Lhomas, but it was accidentally revealed by
& ssuman of the Wachusett to ouo of the crew of the Kear-
sarge, and some hiots of it got wind in the town, causing
great exeitement there. ‘Ihe Florida remained outside
the bay, while the Waokusett entered to obtain eoal,

Tha orew of the Florida is composed of Knglishmen,
Irishmen, Germans, &0, and eontaios no citizens of the
rebel States. Awong her offioers, however, there are se-
veral Boutherneis. Surgeon Cbarlton, who 1w now on
bonrd the Kearsarge, is o native of Georgin. He was be-
fore the war an officer in the United SBtates navy, and was
atationed for seversl years in Chelsea. Ile expresses fuli
confidence that his eaptivity will last for only a very limit-
od period, beheviog tuat the whole affair will terminate as
did the se.zure of Mason sud Slidell three years ago If
the demwands which he thinks will be made by the Brazilian
tdovernment are disregarded by our aullorities, he looks
for an endorsement of the olauns by the Governments of
@reat Britain, France, and Sprin in such & maoner s to
compel compliaves. Burgeon Chariton estimates that the
Florida has steanmed over forty thousand miles since abe
left Brest, not baviog spent ten days in port in nine months,
Uﬂﬂlhl her career whe has enptured about forty Amerioan
verasls.

A CEXTENERIAN AT THE PoLLS ~Deacon John Phil
lips, of Sturbridge, (Maes.) who is one huodred and four
years four months and nine days old, appeared at the town
nall and deposited hir ballot for Presidential eleclors and
dtate officers e was brought in a earriage, and then
gunveyed iuto the hall in a ehair, supported by a platoon

f returned soldiera. Col. Bdward Phillips, eldest son of
he venerabls deacon, now in his eightieth year, then made
) improwptu epesch to the wsoldiers, in the course of
which he snid he was the oldest man m town who was
porn in town, and yet, said be, my father is here and
o wtill lives."”

Every man who is put into the United Btates service in
Couveord (N. H.) bas his photograph acourately taken, On
he back of it his desoriptive hst in placed, and it is then
filed away tor future retwesnce

Acting Borign H. B. Chase, of the U, B, stenmer State
ol Georgis, fell overboard from the vessel at Now York on
Mouday, apd befure he could be resoued was drowned.

FROM THE TENNESSEE RIVER.

Great Destruction of Prope ty—-Johnsonville Re-
inforced— Very Severe Fighting.

FROM THE LOUISVILLE DEMOCKRAT.

1u the Demoocrat of Sundsy we published & condensed
report of the burning of a number of transports and gun-
boats in the Tennessee river, near Jobnsonville, Teunessee,
which information was gathered from & epecial despateh
to Capt. Piok Varble from Col, May, dated at that plsce
on the morniog of the 5th.

Col, May left Johnsonville at bLalf-past six o'elock on
Baturday evening and arrived in our city yesterday, From
him we gather the following iuformation, which may be
relied upon as correct. In order that our readers may
moré fully understand the condition of affairs up that
stream we date our narrstive back to Wednesday, the 2d
instant, at which time the attack upon Johnsonville may
really be said to have commenced :

About two o'clock on Wednesday afterovon the three
!mom at Johnsonville—Nos. 29, 32, and 02—moved

owao the river a short distance for the purpose of recap-
turing the Venice, which had been taken by the rebels.

Wheu & sbort distance below Johnsonville the gunboat
Undine, which had been eaptured some time since by the

rebels, gave our boats fight. The engagement lasted for
several re, and until the Venice bad n disabled by
s eannon ball which cut her steam drum. After this the

rebel guoboat withdrew and the Venice fell into our hands.
When she waa recaptured she was armed with two 20-
pound Parrott guns, Bhe also had a full supply of ammu-
nition, &e., all of which was taken to Johuneunvills. On
this day nothing farther of interest transpired.

On Thursdsy morning the gunboat Undne a;penmd near
Johnsonville, and mangeuvered about as if offering battle,
Qur gunboats weighed anchor and started out to meet her,
when the Undine at onece moved down the river aud dis-
appeared behind the bend, some two miles beluw Jobnson-
ville. Thinking that this was buk a dodge to run our bosts
into & trap they returned to Jobnsonville. During the
whole of the dn{ the rebel sharpshooters, who were on the
opposite bank of the river, kept up & conticual fire upon
our gunboate, killing & number of the men:

Friday morning was the day of the hard fighting, and
the day upon which over $6,000,000 worth of prope.ty
was sacrifioed to the flames. At an early hour in the
morning the gunboat Undine came to within four or five
hundred yards of Johnsouville and presented & broadside,
ne if she intended to fire upen the town The gunboats
29, 32, and 52 were sent in pursuit of ber, and they bad no
sovner started than the Undine immadiately put off and
dodged behind the same bend where she disappeared the
previous duy. The gunboate followed her into the bend,
and they bad mo sooner made the turn than they were
opeaed upon by s rebel battery of twelve twenty-four
pound Parrott guns, said to be supported by ten thousand
men, and also by the Undine, About this time four guo-
boals eame up the river snd engaged the batiery on the
other side. The fight between the boats lasted ' from
early Friday morning until about noon, during which time
a most terrific cannonading was kept up. Our gunboats
were unable to pass the battery, and being separated were
unsble to cope with it. After a most determined resistance
the gunboats were eom{ei]ed to retire in & orippled coudi.
tion. About 11 o'clock and during the engagement the
Undine was run into the shore by the rebels, and burned to
prevent her being captured.

About two o'clock in the afternoon a party of rebel
sharpshooters made their appearance on the opposite shore
from Jobueonville and eommenced firing upon the trans-
ports, which now dropped down to the lower landiug,
while the gunboats threw small shells into the rebel ranks,
which dispersed them. When the rebels had suoceeded
in getling all the guoboats and transports to the lower
landing, which was about three o'cloek in the afternoon,
they immediately opened ¢n the bosts from their batteries,
all of which were composed of twenty pound Parrott gans.
There were four batteries opposite 1he ecity, one at the
upper end, one at the lower, snd two just in the centro.
T'he fire of all these batteries was coneentrated on the boats
lying at the Johnsonville wharf, and in less than fifteen
minutes the gunboats were a complete wrack. Now that
the gunboate were destroyed, and the Federal commander
fearing that the transports with their cargoes would fall
into the hands of the enemy, he called a eouneil of war, at
which it was decided that the transports should ba de-
stroyed. The order was at cnoe given and in & short time
the following boats wers wrapped in one sheet ol flamea:
Dosane No. 2, Areula, Duke, Goudy Friends, Aurvra, Moun-
tsiveer, J. B. Ford, Highlander, and Wevice. Tha flames
were communieated to the barges, which were loaded with
Government freight, and in less time than it takes to record
it they fell & prey to the devouring elements, -

The wharf at Johnsonville wes covered with Govern-
ment freight, aod the flames were soon communieated to
it. Men were detailed to subdue the raging fire, but they
would no sooner make their appesarance than the rebel
batteries and sharpshooters w fire upon them. The
fire next commuuicated to the Government warehouse,
which contained eix bundred and fifty tons of proviaions.
Not only were the boats and barges with contents destroy-
ed, but all the freight on the woarf and the warehouse,
togeither with its contenls, were one beap of ruins. As
the immense couflagration was ngin'g with unabated fary
mul batteries kept up one of the most terrific can-

ings ever heard, shot and sbell bursting forth from
the moutha of over thirty twenty-pound Parrott guns.

The scene during the entire Friday eveniog eud to &
late hour in the night was o?nnd aod terrifio, nud baffles
description. The amount of property destroyed, including
the boats and barges, some forty in mumber, is estimaled
st about $6,000 000, We were unable to learn the cumber
of lossea vn either side.

On Saturday morning, about seven o'clock, the rebel
batteries opposite the ci'y sgain opened on Johnsonville,
and kept up s brisk csunonading for some time The
citizens aud non-combatants commenced to leave the town
in the morping, and as they weot out on the rosd they
ware shelled by the rebel batteries and a nuwmber of them
were killed. About ten o'clock the esnnnonading wae
again commenced, and lasted for some thirty minutes.
From that time until seven o'clock in the evening all was
quiet, but at that time, which was when our informant
left, the cannonading was resumed, but with what results
we are unable to state,

Tha forees at Johnsonville were uoder the command of
©Col. Thompeon. On Baturday evening Col Gallup arrived
there with a brigade of troops sud several guus. The
party which left Johnsonvilie, when on their way to Nash-
ville, met & considerable Federal force, with siege guos,
under command of Gen. Bohofield, going to the reli-f of the
forces thare. When these reinforcements reach Johason-
ville the place will be entirely safe from any sttack the
rebels can make on it. The rebel foree, which is estimated
at twenty thousand sirong, is noder the eommand of Gen-
erals Chalmers, Lyon, Forreat, and Rhoddy. It is impos-
wibls na yet Lo tell what is the inteution of the rebel foroe,
but it is generally believed that they are muving down the
river. ‘1'he above are the facts as relsted by persons who
wors present all the time.

THE CONDITION OF LEE'S REBEL ARMY.

—

The Richmood Enquirer of Tuesday regrets that Gen.
Lee's troops ““ should have been subjected to such severe
lose' in the aitack |ast Saturday wight on the Federal
lines. A eorrespondent wriling from before Petersburg
to the Richmond Dispatch of the same date says

“The eampaign of "64, in my opinion, bas ended. There
may be a few more reconnoiseances, s dash, or a sally, but
the stubborn fighting is over ; and Petersburg sud Rich-
mond, after sn unparalleled expenditure of blood and
tremsure, are esnfo—still uoreduced by the enemy. The
army hereabouts are pnmin' for the winter. e men
in tue trenches must suffer a good deal, thongh they are
fixing themselves up as comiortable an possivle {n the
rear the quartermaster, eomumissary, ordosuce, and medi-
cal departments are making themselves ecomfortabla.
Housen are being built, and every thing gotten ready for
the spow king when he shall, as be must ere long, proclsim
n truce. The srmy at this time is well fed, the acimals are
woll foraged, and the tracsportation is all in excellent con-
dition. troops, too, are well supplied with good, sub-
stantial elothing, and, I believe, are well shod. The Gov-
ernment seems to be doing better than ever before, so far
a8 tsking care of the army goes. The quartermaster,
commissary, ordnance, and medical departments have been
cleared of all able bodied men exoept teamsters, and they
are being gradually relieved by Thess bomb-
proofs numior_ sowe four or five thousand, and are a valu-
able accession to the ' fighting department’ of Gen. Lee's
l.'m',r,"

TERRIBLE TORNADO AT CHESTER, (v )

—

A terrible tornado passed over the town of Chester,

| Hlimois, about two o’clock on the morning of the Sth in-

stant, resulting in {?ﬂ. loss of life and property. Some
twolve orfourteen houses were blown down and completely
demolished, burying the sleeping iomates in the ruits. The
storm seetus to bave come from the southwest, and passed
only over the southern portion of the town, blowing down
‘the dwelling houre of Mr. Channcey Haskin, killing him
and his little ndopted daughter, about twelve years of nge,
Itnext struck the house of Col. Jones;, mzing it to the
ground, and burying him completely. When taken from
the ruins life was fonnd to be extinet Tt then passed on,
carrying every thing before it. Among the wonnded are
Miss Emerson, (mortally,) Mies Anderson, Mre, Henry
(iauseman, and some ten others whose nmnes oould not be
ascertained. The houses of Mesars. Mann, Moore, Emer-
son, Jones, Bowls, Critlen‘en, Wilkinson, and MHaskios
were entirely destroyed.” The Ba Chureh, n briek
ndifiee, was to atome—the brieks and mortar blown
to n great dwtanoe. The roof of the Isrge briek brewesry
whas blown off, and numerous cuthouses and abeds destroyed.

To the southeastern part of Massschusetis there are
twelve thoussnd women employed in bunnet factories.

et
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OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENG
—_— |

Parrs, Ocroskg 28, 1864.

The Emperor Napoleou left Peris on Wednosday last en
route for Nice, which place he reached last night after
sleeping at Lyons. King Leopold of Belgium, one of the
grout counsellors of Europe, is aléo in those parts, aod it
is not improbable that all the three sovereigns may lay
their beads together upon the general state of affairs. Im-
medistely before quitting the capita| the Emperor recsived
M. de Bismark, the head of the Prussian Cabinet, who is
just pow in Paris, to 8 private audience of considerable
length. I understand that both Polish and Danish sffairs
were the subject of conversation between the Prussisn
Prime Miniater and his Majesty, with the view of making
the latter fally aequainted with the poliey of the Court of
Berlin before his interview with the Emperor Alexaoder.
It must not be fprgotten that the heir apparent of the Rus-
sian Empire Is now formally betrothed to a daughter of
King Christian of Denmark and s eister of the Princess o
Wales Neither the Ruselan nor English allisncs is likely
to be of much material benefit to Denmark. But the In-
terest felt by Russia in the fival solution of the Dane-
Germasic question of territory caonot but be cousiderably
oreased by the convention whbich has just been formed
by the Grand Duke Nicholas. Moreover Russia has d reot
pretensions over a portion of the still undieposed of duchies
If T am rightly ioformed, the converse of the Emperor
Napoleon with the Crar is likely to turn ehiefly upon the
settlement of the terriforial question in Glermany, and,
though this is a far more delioate subjrct to venture upon,
on the condition of Poland. The Emperor Napoleon Is
underatood to be strovgly oppoeed to the aggrandizemen
of Prussia by the annexation of any portion of the disputed
territory to her dominions. He would only assent to this
aggrandizement on condilion of receiving an equivalent
which he feels nt present to be unattainable, For the rea-
sons above indieated he counts upon the Czar's eo-opera
tion in this matter, and on that of Eogland too, probably,
for what it may be worth Thue the three Courts of 8t.
James, Paris, and Bt. Petersburgh have stiil a point of
uaion on the Garman aod Danish question, although they
have allowed the Treaty of London to be torn to raga.
The Ewmperor Nupoleon will try to come to scme under-
standing on this matter with the Emperor of Russia. With
regard to the Polish question, the supposition is that ad-
vactage will be taken of the Emperor Alexander's visit,
and of the complete success he has now obtained at War-
8aw, to urge upon him the propriety of soon carrying into
eff:ot thesa concilintory measures which he professed to
delay only until actnal rebellion was put down. If suck
mensures coull be promulgated, and appear, though only
remotely, to kave been due to the influence of Napoleon,
it wonld relieve the latter of considerable diffieulty, and
be received as ecme palliation by the strong Polish psrty
in France for his apparent deeertion of their cause,

A highly important document reapecting the late Franco-
Iialian convention has been very opportunely published
just at the moment of the opening of the Parliament of
Turin. T vefer to the despatch of the Chevalier Nigrs,
Iialian Minister at Paris, addressed to the Chevalier Vis
eonti Venosta, Foreign Minister at Tarin, immediately af-
ter the trealy was signed. Two important points are
m-de clear by this document. TIn the first place, it proves
that the present echism for the evacustion of Rome by the
French is the same, in sil ite chief points, as one which
was sbout to be earried out with Count Cavour just before
he died. The only essentinl diffsrecce is the stipulation
for the change of eapital. This is & great puint in faver of
the Italian Cabicet, which can now nssert that they are
but treading in the eteps of the great Minister of Italy
Io the second place, it is clearly demonstrated by the G’lw:
valier Nigre's lsogusge tbat the Italian Government has
never receded from the nationsl programme, or in sny way
betrayed the national aspirations. The only pledge given
by Italy has been to the efiect that “ she remounces all
violent means” to obtain. possession of Rome; promising
to vbserve herself the ‘' eame priuciples of non-interven-
tion" towards the Roman Government which she demand-
ed oo the part of France and the rest of Europe. Bat she
distinetiy retains to bersell the “ uss of moral mesns” to

attain the same essily, and maintains the principle of a
“free Churoh in a free Btate.” All this is clearly lnid
down in the despatch as * having been well understood in
all the conferences with the French Plenipoteatiary,’
After reading this dooument it seems impoesible to come
to mny otber conclusion then Lhat the days, or at least
years, of the temporsl power of the Papacy are near st
haod ; that is, that they are reduced to the two which
must elapse before the last Freoch soldier turns his back
upon the capital.

LEGAL-TENDER NOTES IN COURT.

In the United States Circuit Court for the Eastern Dis-
wrict of Pennsylvanis, oo Thursdsy last—Judges GRIER
and CADWALADER ou the bepch—e&n opinion was delivered
In the cuse of the Philsdelphia and Reading Railroad Com
pany vs. Churies Moulson et al., which was before the
Court ia the shape of & bill in equity to compel the defend-
ants to acoept in extioguishment of the principal of certain
ground rents, to the smount of $300,000, the legal tender
notes of the United States. The case was argued a few
days ngo. The opinion of Judge GRIER, as we fiad it in
the Poiladelphia ' Age," in as fullows :

Coined money, ia modern times, forms but a very smsll
po-lion of the current moaey used in eommercial transac-
tions. Paper money representivg oredit has long been used
a8 currevt and lawful money. Bat no one eould be com-
pelled to accep: the promies of & baok to pay money instead
of the coin iwell, ‘Lhe nutes ol the Baok of the Ugited
~tates, issucd under the authority of the Government, were
current money, sud lawful mooey, because issued by such
authority, but were uever made o legal teuder for the pay-
ment of debr,

A contract made in the United States for the payment
of & eertaln number of dollars would be construed as mean
ing, mot Prossinn dollars or Spanish milled doliacs, but
lawlul eola of the United States. The addition of the de-
soription * lawful meney of the Unied States” is entirely
supeiflaous, snd doos not changs the nature of the obliga-
tion. The statutes of Congrees always taks a distingtion
between a Iawlful or current money aud that which shall be
s tender fur payment of debts. Heoee, we flud that when
such is the intenton, the ianguage is, * And shall be a legal
‘tender,” &eo.

some ¢o.ns of the Government are a legal tender below
a cortan amount, but not beyond. Thus, by aet of 9ch
February, 1792, alter tae expirstion of toree years all
foreign coins except Spaoish millsd dollars shall cease to
bo u iegal tender. By sct of April, 1806, * forelgn
and wilvor ooins shall pass cirrenf as mopey within the
United Btates,” aod be a legal tender for the paymeat of
all dobts, Po. at the several and respeeiive rates follow
ing, &e. Again, by sct of 28th June, 1534, ** the follow-
ing gold eoins shall pass as current mooey, and be reseiva-
ble in all payments t]' we got at the tollowiog rates,” &e.

Honee we find that in all cases where other money than
the coinnge of the United Stater ordered to be received as
earrent or lawinl money, the statute careiully provides
the rats aud conditions nuder which they are made a
tender for payment of dedts. 1t is olear, therefore, tnat
Congress has always observed the distinotion between onr-
rent sud lawful money which msy be received in payment
ol debta, if the creditor sees fic to acoept it, and that whieh
he may be compelled to sccept as & legal tender, It ia
clenr, uleo, that if Congress make any other tning than
their own eoin & legul tender, it may be used ns such
Thus, in the act authorizing the National Baoks, their
notes are made a legal tender for certain debts due to the
Government for taxes, &¢, but not for debts dus from
m%citlzon 1o another.

bo ‘Lreasury notes ure wade lawfal or ourren
“and a legal tender for debis,” &e., as uwm

vidunls, As this is the first sct in which this high prero
gative of soverviguty bine been ezercised, it ab be con-
strued strictly. [t i doubtful in poliey and dangerous as &

precedent,
_ The only question then is whether this case comes with-
in the letter of the statate. Is the money whioh may is
paid to extinguish a ground-rent withis the category of the
aot! Isita debt? The ownerof the lnnd th
o pay it. The owper of the reot cannot compel hum to
pay it, There is no ubligation se between the parties,
caunot be converted into an obligation by the election
one of the parties without the coosent of the other,
mAn may execute his boad to me voluntarily, but unless
socept it he does not begome my debtor.
‘Lhese ground-reuts, in the nature of a rent service, are
somewhat peculisr to Pennsylvacis, and littls
other Btates. Bat the Suprewe Court of the Btate has
clenrly sottled and determined their nature. The caven are
too well known to the legal profassion to need »
“ A ront serviee (l&tﬁnﬂnﬂrl in Boaler va,
Watts & Sorgeant, [B6) is not a debl, and & covenant to
e st ol o M KK
men ng ax first time
o ey e SRR 5
an ; therefors,
the bill in t:fl onse in not -éu‘t‘;fsm? .:
that the Tow ounnot ba ! tmuu

!

pondents
their ostate iu Lhe laod by such » tender ae that now

The bill must, therefore, be )
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